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Report Summary

Hockey players are able to glide on the ice due to a thin layer of water lying
between the blade of the skate and the ice itself. When players skate, that thin water
layer becomes a ‘snow’[7]. As the players continue to skate, the layer of ‘snow’
becomes thicker and thicker, making the ice harder to skate on due to the increased
friction between the skate blade and the ice. The theory of this report is to show
how the company Thermablade’s design and concept of the heated hockey skate can
be altered to improve the product. Using Faraday’s Law of induction in a basic

circuit could implement this theory.

Thermablade is an amazing product that broke barriers regarding skate
technology, but there may be simpler and cheaper ways to achieve the same end
goal of the heated skate blade. This project focuses on the needs of the many
numerous hockey players around the world, ie., the cost of the product and the
implementation of a new charging device. This would be accomplished by replacing

an externally rechargeable battery with a linear generator.

The goals for overall performance are to statistically compete with the
Thermablade and proper implementation of the system without the user feeling the
physical presence of the system within the skate. The product must be 97-99%
reliable since the TUUK holder is not easily removable from the boot of the skate.
The cost per pair must be $150 because it will make the product more affordable for

all players., and if the product is licensed the cost will be much cheaper. Another
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major goal fitting the criterion of the project is licensing, if at all possible. The
potential of licensing the product would benefit everyone because it would keep the
costs down and the product would not have to be sold separately. The weight of the
product when attached to a skate must be within 10% of the weight of the same

skate with a regular TUUK holder attached [18].

The primary design involves Bauer Vapor X60 skates, using the blade as a
resistor in a voltage divider to gain the heat needed to bring the blade to 41°F, or the
use of a resistive strip, depending on availability, and a linear generator that is very
similar to that found in a shake flash light [7]. There will also be an energy storage
component of the device that will hold enough power to sustain the blade’s desired

temperature over time.
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Introduction
Hockey is a high intensity sport that is played on a sheet of ice. Hockey

players are able to glide on the ice due to a thin layer of water lying between the
blade of the skate and the ice itself. The layer of water resting on the ice is
approximately 10 microns thick. The ice is set to stay at the optimal temperature of
23°F at all times through the use of a cooling system [7]. Over a period of time as the
players skate, the thin layer of water becomes a type of ‘snow’ [2]. As the players
continue to skate, the layer of ‘snow’ becomes thicker and thicker making the ice
harder to skate on due to the increased friction between the skate blade and the ice.

As aresult, it is necessary for a Zamboni to resurface the ice between periods of

play.

Figure 1 Typical Skate Used by Professionals and Amateurs

The hockey skate has three main parts to it. The first part is the boot. The
boot is where the player’s foot is within the skate. The second part is the TUUK
holder. In Figure 1, the TUUK holder is the black piece that is above the steel blade.
The TUUK holder has a hollow inside underneath the heel and the toe of the boot.
The third part is the blade. The blade is removable within modern skates, which

allows for an easy swap if the blade is cracked.
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Figure 2 A TUUK Holder and Steel Blade

Players dress in gear from head to toe, but the most important piece of
equipment that they wear is their skates. Modern hockey skates are very lightweight
and continue to become lighter, which allows the players to become less fatigued
and accelerate faster. A new approach to improving the hockey skate has been
pursued over the past couple of years, i.e., the heated blade [7].

Thermablade, a company based out of Canada, has recently designed a skate
that heats the steel blade to a temperature that melts the ice just enough to double
the micro-layer of water between the blade and the ice. The company’s research
shows that the heated blade reduces the starting resistance for the skater by 65-
75% and reduces the gliding resistance by 50-55%. The player experiences less
friction and vibration as opposed to wearing a normal skate allowing the player to
be less fatigued as the game goes on and achieve higher speeds than a player would
normally be capable of on an untreated ice surface. This is all accomplished through
the use of a heat source originating from a rechargeable battery within the TUUK

holder [7].
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Figure 3 A See-Through Thermablade

The improvement to be made to the skate will consider Faraday’s Law of
Induction, which will allow the skate to heat the blade through the motion of
skating. Faraday’s Law of Induction states that if a magnet is passed through a coil of
magnetic wire it will induce a current on the wire. The strength of the current
depends on the velocity the magnet passes through the coil, magnet strength, and
number of turns (N). To implement this process, the device using Faraday’s Law
must be fine-tuned by taking into account many variables to accomplish the overall

goal of reducing friction.
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Figure 4 Faraday's Law of Induction

This report is designed to allow the reader to understand the thought

process behind the design. There are many challenges that have been presented
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over the past term that tend to be overlooked when referring to the simple concept
of heating a blade to a temperature to essentially melt ice. These challenges and the

plans to overcome them are found within this report.

Background

A very brief history behind the creation and implementation of the heated
hockey blade must be addressed first. Tory Weber, a man from Calgary and the
inventor of Thermablade, stepped outside his house one day to get the newspaper
and came up with the idea for Thermablade. His boots were placed next to the door
by a heater and when he put them on he stepped outside onto a thin layer of frost,
which made him take a tumble. He took the idea from his heated boots and applied

it to the skate blade [7]. The device was patented in the year 2006.

Over the course of Thermablade’s creation, $5,000,000 was invested over a
period of five years [6]. The most important piece of information that came as a
result is the increased performance on ice due to the heated blade. Thermablade
realized that with their product attached to a pair of skates, performance of the
skater was increased and the fatigue decreased. The basic overall design consists of
a basic circuit board that is connected to a battery within the TUUK holder of the
skate. The Thermablade works as a lubricant when on the ice, very similar to the

way a Zamboni works.
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The Zamboni is used during hockey games to resurface the ice and reduce
the friction between the skate blade and the ice. All hockey players refer to this as
‘fresh ice’, and used ice is referred to as ‘dirty ice’. The Zamboni operates by using
warm water and a blade to resurface the ice. The blade chops up the ice and allows
the Zamboni to remove the snow on the surface, while it creates a smooth playing
surface with the warm water. The warm water then freezes on top of the surface to

create the fresh sheet of ice.

The Thermablade does what a Zamboni does by increasing the temperature
of the blade to 41°F. When a blade at the heated temperature comes in contact with
the 23°F ice surface, the temperature of the ice rises to 32°F [7]. This is very
important because ice usually has a 10 micron layer of water on top of the surface,
which allows the player to glide across the surface smoothly. When the
Thermablade comes in contact with the ice it creates a 20 micron layer of water on
top of the ice, reducing the overall friction that the player experiences[7]. A common
misconception regarding the heated skate blade is that the blade will damage the
ice. On the contrary the heated blade actually resurfaces the ice like a Zamboni

would [6] [7].
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Figure 5 Ice Temperature Diagram

The Thermablade research shows that heated blade technology increases
gliding speed by as much as 55% and starting resistance as much as 75%. The
heated blade also allows for tighter turns, which can be crucial when facing an
opponent in tight spaces, and increased overall control and feel of the ice surface
[7]. Thermablade also tested the vital signs of players when using a regular skate
blade and found that the player used 15% less energy when wearing the
Thermablade [7]. The company also looked into the vibrations a player experiences
when skating, which lead to fatigue. Thermablade caused less vibration on the

player’s lower body, exhausting the player significantly less than the regular skate

blade.

The Thermablade costs $399.99 on top of the cost of the existing skates [6].
Since Thermablade is an attachment to the skate, the product is not as widely used
as it should be. Thermablade is currently making improvements on the original

design and are soon releasing Thermablade 2.0. Thermablade 2.0 advancements

10
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include a removable battery, team charger, new longer lasting battery, electronics

to monitor body function, quick charging system and new steel [6].

Thermablade is an amazing product that broke barriers regarding skate
technology. However, there may be simpler and cheaper ways to achieve the same
end goal of the heated skate blade. This project focuses on the needs of the hockey
players around the world, which are the cost of the product and the implementation
of a new charging device. The cost of the product must be decreased because hockey
is one of the most expensive sports in existance. Skate prices have increased
dramatically over the past decade and the top of the line skate is now priced just
below $1000 [19]. If the player wanted Thermablade technology they would have to
spend another $400 to replace an existing part of the skate that was already
purchased [6]. The implementation of a new charging device would essentially make
the skater unaware that the skate even contains the heating technology. The motion
of the player would generate the power and he or she would not have to plug their

skates into a charge in order for the device to work [18].

Hockey culture, like the sport itself, is very different than any other sports
culture around the world. The sport itself is one of the fastest on the planet and also
one of the most physical. The highest level of hockey, the NHL, is considering making
changes to the rules of the game in order to attract more fans by increasing goal
scoring [9]. A possible way to achieve this is to increase the speed of the game,

which can be done through the use of the product that is being developed. The

11
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possible political ties to the research being done on this product could allow for
more goal scoring at all levels of the game due to increased speed, which means
more chances to score goals. Hockey would become a more popular sport around
the world if a wider audience is targeted. An example of this is soccer, where players
of high caliber like Cristiano Ronaldo make 17 million euros each year [5]. The
highest paid hockey player is Shea Weber who makes $14,000,000, yet makes much

less on endorsements than Ronaldo [4].

This product would also have a positive effect economically. The NHL and its
players would benefit financially. Additionally, if the final product is licensed with a
major hockey equipment brand like Bauer, which Thermablade refused to do, the
technology would already be in the skate when the skate is purchased. The targeted
price is under $150 after marketed. This target price can be varied whether or not
the product is marketed by itself or if the product is licensed. If the product is
licensed it would be advertised and implemented with new skates that come out in
the market. The product could also be sold as an add on, which ideally would cost
$150. The overall price of the skate and the technology would be much cheaper than
that with the separate Thermablade. The product would be beneficial to the game of
hockey, becoming more affordable for all hockey players, while also increasing the

competitiveness and speed of the game as a whole.

Manufacturability of the product is fairly simple. There are only a few

components needed to implement the design, such as a coil of wire, resistive strips,

12
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a capacitor or a rechargeable battery and a few resistors [1][15][16]. All of the
components mentioned above are readily available aside from the resistive strips.
The resistive strip is difficult to implement in the prototype because a roll of the
tape must be purchased, which can be quite expensive [15] [16]. Each skate uses
approximately 100mm of the resistive tape, therefore buying rolls could be quite
advantageous when building mass quantities of the product. The end product would
be very sustainable in a rough environment because it is initially cased in plastic in
the TUUK holder and then foam is used to keep all of the parts in place. This is

significant in the overall design.

There are clear ethical issues surrounding this topic. Thermablade has
implemented the idea of a heated skate blade and created it, while this product uses
the research to implement the heated blade in a different way to achieve the same
end goal [14]. There could be legal implications if credit is not given to Thermablade
for the research contribution [14]. Another possible issue is could be that this
product makes the game too fast, resulting in more player injuries. In rebut to that
point, the product would give the player more control and a better feel for the ice,
thereby causing less stress to the body, as well as preventing exhaustion and muscle

strain [7].

Design Requirements

The detailed specifications that created the spark for this project were the

interpretation of customer requirements and desired features. These two

13
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specifications played a great deal in the flourishing of the project. The customer
requirements and desired features altered the Thermablade design due to the
charging mechanism. The Thermablade requires the player to remove the skates
from the bag and plug them in to charge them. The process can be a hassle for a
player who skates multiple times a day and this can affect the functionality of the

product.

The potential users of the product are hockey players of all ages around the
world. The project specifically targets the higher levels of competition, ie., the NHL,
[THL, AHL, Olympics, Juniors and College because these levels pay for the player’s
equipment, therefore it would be more likely that all players would have the ability
to use the heated blade [9]. Younger kids could use this product, but skates are very
expensive and their skate sizes change frequently. The higher level players skate
almost every day and sometimes use multiple pairs of equipment, which makes it

hard to have a charged skate all of the time.

The cost was also a major factor in design requirements because the device
needed to be kept at a lower price in order to increase the amount of potential
users. The cost of a pair of Thermablades can be considered as investing in a second
pair of skates. Between that and the present market for this kind of product with
major hockey brands, it was essential that this skate blade be designed to be within
the skate but invisible to the user. The userfriendliness of the design is remarkable

because the player would be unaware the device is there, as it charges itself based

14
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on motion to heat the blade, and the generator is within the skate when the skate is

purchased. The player merely needs to skate for the product to function correctly.
The performance of the device was also very critical to the design because it
must perform just as well or better than the Thermablade when it comes to on-ice

statistics like increase in acceleration and gliding speeds. These statistics are very

important to maintain because they are the basis for the product itself.

Figure 6 Block Diagram of Overall System

15
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The specifications call for three major functions within the system for it to
work as desired. The overall system will be the skate. Figure 6 shows how the
system will function. The motion of skating will affect an implemented system in the
skate. The implemented system will heat the blade, therefore improving player
performance. The subsystems will be linear generator, power retention and heating
element. All three subsystems are equally important in design functionality, as well

as the connections made between them, which are shown in Figure 7.

—

Figure 7 Block Diagram of Subsystems

The linear generator must be able to produce enough power to alter and
maintain the temperature of a steel skate blade. The linear generator must use
Faraday’s Law of induction to induce a current on the system. The power retention
system must be able to maintain the temperature of the blade while the player is
sitting on the bench between shifts. This subsystem is essential because it will keep
the blade warm and useful with regard to the reduction of friction. The heating
element must be connected to the blade in a way that the blade is still removable
and replaceable without altering the system. The heating element must be

connected to the power retention system and the linear generator.

16
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The linear generator will be a basic model of the use of Faraday’s Law,
meaning there must be four subsystems involved. The subsystems are magnetic

wire, magnets, plastic tubing and end caps shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8 Linear Generator Block Diagram

The plastic tubing must be small enough to fit inside the rear compartment of a
TUUK holder. This is important because it is the outer shell of the system. The
magnets and the magnetic wire will be selected in order to produce enough current
to heat the blade up to the desired temperature of 41°F [18]. The wire will be
wrapped around the plastic tubing and the magnets will be placed within the plastic
tubing. The end caps will be placed on the ends of the plastic tubing to create a

housing that will be known as a linear generator.

The power retention system must rectify the voltage that will result from the
linear generator and it must store and discharge the energy to keep the skate blade
at the correct temperature. There are only a few choices regarding how the energy
will be stored. It can either be stored using a battery, capacitor or both [1][2]. The
need for this system is crucial because it ensures the blade stays at the optimal

temperature for maximum on ice performance.

17
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The heating element will also be a very simple system to implement as well,
even though it is very important. The blade must receive heat through a resistance,

which can be implemented using resistive wire, resistive tape or the blade itself.

The design criterion is based on the specifications discussed earlier. The
goals for overall performance are to statistically compete with the Thermablade as
well as proper implementation of the system without the user feeling the physical
presence of the system within the skate. The product must be 97-99% reliable since
the TUUK holder is not easily removable from the boot of the skate. The cost must
be $150 per pair and if licensed, the cost would be much cheaper. The
manufacturability must be speedy and accurate to insure the ideal performance of
the skate, while keeping production cost low. The product of course must be safe. It
cannot overheat and it cannot harm the user. Another major goal fitting the criterion
of the project is licensing if at all possible. The potential of licensing the product
would be beneficial for all, as it would keep the costs down and the product would
not have to be sold separately. The weight of the product when attached to a skate
must be within 10% of the weight of the same skate with a regular TUUK holder on

[18].

Design Alternatives

The overall approach chosen to implement the design of the product could be

accomplished in a variety of ways. The design could have the linear generator

18
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outside of the skate and on another part of the player’s body, such as the glove. This
method would be impractical as the player would have to get dressed in a way to
enable a wire from his foot to his hand without restricting motion. The linear
generator in the glove or somewhere else on the body would also not have optimal
protection. The size would have to be so small it would be impossible to generate
enough power or even have magnets strong enough and small enough to create any
current. Putting the generator on the outside of the skate could be done with the
right materials and would allow for pristine protection of the device, but the
material would drive up cost and it would be much more vulnerable to devastating

collisions.

The first part of the system that could drastically change the results of testing
is the skate itself. Skates are marketed and sold based on model types, as well as
quality. The highest quality skate, Bauer 1X for example, is the lightest skate [19]. It
is also fitted with different quality steel than a lower quality skate and it also better
molds to the player’s foot [19]. There are a variety of other differences between high
quality skates and low quality skates, but the most important ones are the weight
and the quality of the steel. The optimum way to test this design would be with the
latest and greatest skate on the market, but unfortunately doing so would cost
$1000 and funds are not available for such a test [19]. There are also different
brands of skates, so for ideal testing the design would be made to fit the universal
TUUK holder, which most skates have, but some brands have a different shape

TUUK holder.

19
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There are many different ways the three subsystems can be implemented by
using different parts. The linear generator could be altered in different ways, such as
changing the strength of the magnet, the size of the plastic container, the gauge wire
and the amount of turns the coil of wire will have. The linear generator is the most
important part of the design as it will have the greatest impact on the weight of the
skate. The weight of the skate is also an important variable as it is noticeable from
the player’s perspective. A skater will choose a model of skate based on weight
because a lighter skate means less fatigue when playing. The lighter skate also
means the player can move slightly faster. The wire around the linear generator
cannot be a large gauge as it will add too much weight require too much scarce and

valuable area inside the TUUK of the skate.

The linear generator has other parts that could make or break the design,
such as the plastic tubing and the end caps. Electrical PVC would be a perfect
candidate to house the magnets, but when wrapped with wire the PVC becomes
thicker and harder to fit into the skate. The PVC could still be used, but the gauge of
the wire and the amount of turns must complement its use. The end caps are very
important to the reliability and lifetime of the linear generator. Regular PVC end
caps were used during an initial testing and when the device was being shaken, the
end cap shot off and the magnets flew out of the tube. The PVC end caps are also

very thick and would not easily fit within the TUUK holder of the skate.

20
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The power retention system can only be implemented in a few ways, one of
them being a battery. The implementation of a battery could allow the device to
function properly, but time is an important factor when considering a linear
generator as a power source. The device needs to be able to heat up the blade
quickly because the player only has a certain amount of time to warm up, meaning
the skates have a limited time to warm up as well. If a battery were in place, the
charge up time would be extensive and it would hold the charge extensively as well.
The time to charge the battery and release the energy is too excessive to heat the
blade in five minutes on average. The player would have to physically shake the

skate in order for the blade to warm up in time, which is very impractical.

The heating element system can be created using a variety of circuit
components. The Thermablade used a resistive wire, a valid way to heat the blade
up. The cons about using a resistive wire to create heat are the loss of potential heat
due to unused surface area and the difficulty of changing the blade if it breaks. The
resistive wire is round, which means the surface area of the wire is not being used to
its full potential. This makes the system inefficient because energy is lost in the
system. The problem when changing the blade arises when the blade is taken out.
The wire could potentially shift or move because of its shape in comparison to the
edge of a hockey blade. The blade has a rectangular edge and the wire is rounded. If
the wire is not snug enough with the plastic, the wire could fall out when the blade is

removed.
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Preliminary Proposed Design

The preliminary proposed design includes all three of the subsystems
mentioned in the previous section of this report. The first part of the design was the
skate. The pair of skates that will be used are the Bauer Vapor X60’s and the skate
that they will be tested against are the Bauer Supreme One100’s, as well as the

Bauer Vapor X6.0.

Figure 10 Bauer Vapor X6.0
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Figure 11 Bauer Supreme One100

These skate choices make for a simple design choice, as they are skates that are

readily available, as well as an old pair of skates that can be dismantled to test the

product with. The Bauer Vapor X60 will be the test pair of skates and the specs are

shown in the chart below [19].

Skate Parts Specifications

Skate Size 9

Blade Length 280mm

TUUK Holder Tuuk Lightspeed Pro
Brand Bauer

Hollow 5/8”

Table 1 Skate Requirements

The other pairs of skates will have like specifications besides the size of the skates.

The size of the Bauer Supreme One100’s will be 9 and the size of the Bauer Vapor

X6.0’s will be 7.5.

The linear generator will be designed to fit within the hollow back of a TUUK

holder. The linear generator must satisfy a power requirement of 7.13 W.
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kJ
kg x K

Specific Heat of Steel = .452

Temperature Change = AT = 10K = 10°C
Mass = .284 kg
Q = mCAT

The above equation is used to calculate the amount of power need to change
temperature in a specific material.

= .284kg * .452 * 10K = 1.288 kJ

kg K
The equation uses the specific heat of steel, the temperature change of the blade
from 23F to 41F and the weight of the average steel blade.

Assume time(t) = 180s

1.8k

= 1805 " 1000 =713 W

From the average power over a three minute period, the voltage drop over the
heating element of the system can be calculated. The three minute period is chosen
because of the average warm up time before hockey games. The warm up time in
most levels of hockey is around 8 minutes, but lower level hockey warm ups are 3-5
minutes. The three minute period is used in the above equations to have the blade at
optimal temperature by the end of warm ups. The basic circuitry chosen is based off

of a model shake flashlight.
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Switch
Diode Bridge B
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@.22 Farad & coin cells
>
White LED

Figure 12 Circuit Diagram of Shake Light

The circuit used in the skate design will be quite similar to Figure 12. A coil will have
a magnet passing through it to generate current. There will also be a full wave
rectifier to rectify the voltage. There will be a 0.22F super capacitor in parallel with

a resistor and the resistance of the blade in order to heat the blade to 41°F.

There are two different implementations of the heating element system that
are being grappled with. The first is usage of the steel blade along with a voltage
divider in order to achieve a voltage drop of 146 mV over the entire blade. This
system allows for the average power to be 7.13 W using an assumption for the
resistance of the blade as of now, which implements a large current on the circuit

being problematic.

VZ
P= R P=713W AssumeR = .003 )

V= 0.1462V
The second design would use a resistive strip to transfer the heat from the circuit to
the blade in order to increase the temperature of the blade to 41°F [7]. The resistive

strip would be placed along the top of the blade. This strip would an excellent option
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as it would mesh with the surface area of the blade entirely. This design is tentative
because of the availability of the parts. After attempting to contact the factory to get
small samples, rather than large coils of the resistive strips, I continue to wait for a

response. This implementation of the heating element system would be ideal.

The linear generator system will closely follow the system that is used for the
shake flashlight. There will be a few differences that include the length of the plastic
tube and the size of the magnet, to be placed within the system. The length of the
plastic will have to be adjusted to fit within the hollow back of the TUUK holder. The

length of the tube will have to be approximately 75 mm.

Figure 13 Back of TUUK Holder Length
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Figure 14 Back of TUUK Holder Width

The linear generator magnets will be 10mm in diameter and 1mm in width. There
will be 13 of these magnets connected to one another inside the plastic tubing. The
amount of magnets was solely based on the amount of space that is available within
the TUUK holder. The end caps of the tubing will be the exact same as used in the
flashlight. There will be rubber ends with magnets polarized accordingly in order to
repel the magnet centered in the middle of the tube. The purpose of these end caps
are to keep the earth magnets from shattering over time due to collisions with the

plastic tubing.

Figure 15 Constructed Linear Generator Prototype
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Figure 16 Shake Light Circuitry

In order to test the linear generator a system must be created to ensure the
test results are as accurate as possible. This system will function similar to the
wheels on an old train. The system will also replicate a motion similar to a skating
motion [8]. The linear generator will be hooked up to this in order to ensure that it is
being shaken at a constant rate for all tests that are being conducted. This machine

will be hand crafted from wood.

Once the prototype has been completed a number of on ice tests will be
conducted to assure the skate functions in the manner it is desired to. The first test
conducted will measure the temperature of the blade after the skate has
experienced vigorous motion and the battery has been charged up. The blade should
measure 41°F in order for the ice to reach 32°F when contact is made [7]. This is a
necessity to increases the layer of water between the blade and the ice to 20

microns [7].

28



ECE 498 Design Report Fall 2015

The second test will be to determine how long the blade stays at the desired
temperature after an allotted time of vigorous motion. After a minute of motion, the
super cap should stay charged for at least three minutes. A minute is the length of an
average hockey shift and the battery should remain charged long enough to ensure
the temperature of the blades remains at 41°F. Each shift occurs approximately 2-3
minutes apart based on different coaching strategies. The super cap should hold a
five-minute charge to allow the blade to stay warm if the player is seated on the

bench for a longer duration than normal.

An acceleration test will be conducted by comparing the prototype to a
normal skate. A distance 30’ will be used to test acceleration. The same player will
wear the skate and be timed from a dead stop until they make it through the
finishing point. This will be conducted on a new sheet of ice and a chopped up sheet

of ice. The data will be compared.

Testing gliding speed will be a similar test. The player will reach full speed
and travel a distance 50’, which is blue line to blue line in hockey, and be timed from

start to finish and the times will be compared to the data collected by Thermablade .

Hurdles that need to be addressed include the amount of current for blade

usage of Ro is way too high, can not find a suitable material for resistive strips and

the linear generator size that has been tested in too big to fit within the TUUK holder
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[15] [16]. During winter break, I will address these issues and be much closer to

having a working prototype that can be used in on-ice testing.
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