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Virtual student docents make contemporary art accessible

By Mitchell Famulare
Managing, Arts Editor

On October 15, Mallory Schul-
tz, Union College's Art Col-
lections & Exhibitions Fellow,
conducted the Mandeville
Gallery's seasonal student do-
cent talks virtually due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
The student docent series has
been a vital tool for the gallery
to make current art exhibi-
tions accessible to the public.

By allowing students to
weigh in on specific works
of art, viewers alike are able
to contribute to continuous
conversations that are pro-
voked by transformative and
contemporary pieces. Do-
cents included Maymunah
Ahmed ‘23, Ryan Hayes ‘23,
Adenike Hickson ‘22, Mallo-
ry Nelson ‘22, and Samuel
Perry '23. Students explored
the works of Jane Swave-
ly and Juan Hinojosa, which
are currently on display in
the Mandeville Gallery and
Schaffer Library respectively.

Mallory Nelson broke down
Swavely's work by exposing
the barriers that sometimes
isolate modern and contem-
porary art from the public.
More likely than not, many mu-
seum visitors feel inadequate
in contributing to the discus-
sions revolving around art that
distances itself from the mas-
ters of past centuries. Nelson

talked of the origin of abstrac-
tion as “a rebellion against
the art that was romanticizing
the same concepts over and
over again.” Nelson, in her de-
scription of Swavely's works,
emphasized how Swavely
stresses that there is “no right
answer when interpreting her
work." What results is a joy-
ous incapability of pinpointing
meaning and an embrace of
the vast valleys and mountains
of the human imagination.
Nelson discussed how the
realities Swavely constructs
are “mysterious and grand.”

Maymunah Ahmed elab-
orated how Swavely uses
color in such a way that con-
veys a natural and some-
times dark landscape.

Ryan Hayes discussed
how Swavely’s color work
evoked a wild sense of per-
sonality, alluding to the
possibility of a bear-like
image within her work.

Samuel Perry com-
pared Swavely's work to a

book cover illustrator, em-
phasizing  Swavey's  ab-
stract form of storytelling.

Adenike Hickson explored
the work of Queens-based
artist Juan Hinojosa which
is currently on display on
the walls of Schaffer Library
until June 2021. She de-
scribed how Hinojosa con-
structs most of his work with
“‘garbage” and scraps that
he finds in the menagerie
of cities he finds himself in.

By exploring American
consumerism and pop cul-
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STUDENT ART OF THE WEEK: Emma Lee '21, “The Collapse,” Digital Media, 2020

ture, Hinojsa, Hickson de-
scribes, explored the evolu-
tion of objects and materials
through time. Hickson elab-
orated on the visual fossils
of the pop art movement that
are evident in Hinojosa’s work.

The student docent talks
often stress how art can be an
escape from the world we in-
habit and by spending enough
time with a specific piece, we
slowly learn more about our-
selves. This crucial element to
the museum experience rings
true, now more than ever.

“WHAT RESULTS IS A JOYOUS
INCAPABILITY OF PINPOINTING

MEANING AND AN EMBRACE OF THE
VAST VALLEYS AND MOUNTAINS OF
THE HUMAN IMAGINATION”

Ambient Autumn

- Arts Editor Mitchell Famulare
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